LEAF 
· Litter Elimination Action Fund

The Much Wenlock Model

A very successful volunteer led regular litter picking scheme established in Much Wenlock, Shropshire based on a local coordinator organizing monthly morning litter picks has helped to transform the appearance of a small rural town due to the incidence of littering steadily reducing allowing the scheme to be extended in its scope of work and coverage to include approach roads and other parts of the town’s footpaths and public access areas.
National Trust Support

The purpose of the LEAF scheme is to roll out this model across the regions. The scheme has attracted the generous support locally of the National Trust who see the importance of keeping roadside litter under really strict control (due to the harmful effect of littering on the natural environment and grazing livestock etc) by mobilising volunteers in each parish or small community who have a vested interest in ensuring litter free roads lanes and streets.

The overall effect of litter clearance is to discourage further littering and associated anti-social behaviour such as fly tipping and other criminal activity (e.g. graffiti and vandalism) which affects the social structure of areas reliant on both visitors and business alike.
Roll Out across the region 

The popularity of the Wenlock scheme amongst local residents and businesses in the town has encouraged the development of the model to encourage each community in the region to set up their own scheme under a local volunteer coordinator and locally based team of willing volunteers who like to see their local community well looked after and cared for so that visitors to their area feel safe and more inclined to stop and spend money locally in the shops, pubs and restaurants etc and to visit local tourist attractions and sites of interest.

Funding 

The cost of establishing this scheme will be met with the active support of private charitable trusts with environmental credentials and corporate sponsorship particularly those keen to counteract the negative environmental and social effects of littering and fly tipping on communities and especially ones in the fast food and drink sectors. 
Aim of the LEAF Scheme

The ultimate aim of the LEAF scheme is to establish volunteer groups across each region of the UK and within each parish or community in every region. Your support would be very much appreciated as a volunteer or helper or for a donation.

