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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT – STATEMENT OF INTENT
A
Bayston Hill: Village and Community
Bayston Hill is a large village of 5500 residents set in Shrewsbury’s countryside fringe some five kms south-west of the centre of the town.

Whilst there has been a welcome increase in village-based employment in recent years, the majority of residents work in nearby Shrewsbury and Telford.  Road links are good, with Bayston Hill located near both the A5 and A49.

The open countryside surrounding the village is a major attraction for many of the residents.  This, and the strong desire to maintain a separate identity to Shrewsbury, has led to a widely-held belief that the village has grown enough and that there should be no extension of the village beyond the existing boundaries.  The Council and a majority of residents believe that it is important to maintain the present ‘green corridor’ between Bayston Hill and the neighbouring towns and villages – particularly the area of ‘green’ land that separates the village from Shrewsbury.

In order to maintain these existing boundaries, the Council and residents (as indicated by the Parish Plan) hold the view that there should be no large-scale housing development in the near future.  Nevertheless, we should respond positively to the need for more affordable housing – but within the constraints as outlined above.  The Council has a detailed planning policy which it applies to all planning applications and at its core is the need to retain the existing character and structure of Bayston Hill.

B
Working with the Community: Aims and Objectives
The Council aims to work more closely and effectively with residents, businesses and interested groups in order to develop further the existing vibrant community life of Bayston Hill.

This will involve:

· more information about the Council’s role and work, and about local services, being made available and communicated

· more opportunities for residents to make their views and concerns on local issues known via, for example, open meetings, joint committees and attendance at Council meetings.

· more involvement of residents in actual decision-making, monitoring and planning.

It is vital that an effective and co-operative relationship between the Council and the community should be based on mutual and genuine trust, openness and respect.

C
Working with the Community: Ways and Means
(i) The structure of Bayston Hill Parish Council

· The Parish Council is non-party political with 15 Councillors and two Young Councillors

· The Clerk is the responsible finance officer, who is obliged to secure the official running of the Council in accordance with statutory requirements

· The Council employs its own direct workforce

· The Parish Office is open to the public four days a week from 9am to 3pm, closed on Wednesday.
(ii) Working with group
The Council has representatives on each of the following organisations and regularly receives reports on their meetings.
· Shropshire Association of Local Council Area Committee

· Thomas Bowdler Education Charity

· Lyth Hill Management Committee

· Bayston Hill Bowling Club

· Shropshire Council Emergency Planning

· A49 Road Safety Group

· Memorial Hall Committee

· Allotment Association

· Bayston Hill Quarry Liaison Committee

· Neighbourhood  Watch

· Campaign to Protect Rural England

· Bayston Hill Local Joint Committee 

(iii) Reaching out to the residents
· The Council has an open session at all full council and committee meetings to give residents the opportunity to voice their opinions and concerns
· Information about the Council’s activities is published on the notice board in the Parish Office and the Library.
· The names and telephone numbers of all Councillors are published on notice boards, in the Library, on the Council’s website, in the “Villager” magazine, and in the Annual Report.  Messages can be left 24/7 either by telephone, e-mail or post at the Parish Office.

· The Council’s website address is also widely published and the site contains all the information an individual might wish to know about the work of the Council and its individuals, including agendas and minutes, the  Parish Plan, the Annual Report, parish amenities, and how to contact anyone associated with the Council
· Articles on Council matters are submitted to “The Villager” magazine on a monthly basis, and there is also a quarterly insert in the magazine, which is delivered to every household in the village
· The Annual Report is prepared and delivered to every household, and copies are also available at the Library and on the website.  The production of the Parish Plan has been supported by the Council, which is now working together with the Local Joint Committee to update it
· The Council undertakes consultations by questionnaires and public meetings as appropriate for specific issues
· Active feedback is sought at all times. Councillors attend the Local Joint Committee, and encourage residents’ participation to explore local issues
D. Summary
· In all its activities, the Council believes it should be guided by the need to promote or improve the economic, social, environmental and  cultural well-being of Bayston Hill
· To achieve these aims, it is important to have a working partnership with Shropshire Council, based on openness, equality and respect  telephone, e-mail or post














